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Winthrop University Archives 
Preliminary Descriptive Inventory 
 
Unit:  _Commencement_      Record Group no:  _W417_ 
Sub-Group:  __________________     Sub-group no:  ______ 
Series:  ______________________     Series no:  ______ 
 
Description of series and its contents:   
 
 This inventory covers the records that relate to the Winthrop commencement exercises which have 
been held either on an annual or semester basis since Winthrop’s first graduating class in 1887.  
 The types of records to be found in the inventory include program notes, letters of 
congratulations, correspondence pertaining to the engagement of speakers, agenda notes, newspaper 
clippings, reserved seat tickets, maps of the college auditorium, lists of commencement committees, 
telegrams, invitations to commencement exercises, copies of speeches and addresses, lists of possible 
speakers, graduates and scholarship winners, color slides, photographs, lists of faculty members, 
purchase requisition forms. 
 The type and volume of material to be found for a particular year varies from year to year. 
 Some of the specific activities that have been a part of commencement exercises over the years are: 
1. Daisy Chain Procession (begun by the class of 1903). 
2. Joint Celebration of the Wade Hampton, Curry, and Winthrop Literary Societies. 
3. Class Day Exercises of the Senior Class. 
4. The Baccalaureate Sermon or Address. 
5. Annual Sermon before the YWCA 
6. Annual Ensemble Concert of the Students of the Music Department. 
7. Ivy Procession of the Senior Class. 
8. Senior Week. 
9. Alumni Day. 
10. Debaters League Oratorical Contest. 
11. Senior Vespers. (Begun in June 1947) 
12. Alumni Weekend (Begun in the 1950s). 
13. Faculty/Staff Dinner. 
14. Awarding of Honorary Degrees (Begun in 1966). 
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Winthrop University Archives 
Preliminary Descriptive Inventory (cont.) 
 
Unit:  _Commencement_      Record Group no:  _W417_ 
Sub-Group:  _____________________    Sub-group no:  ____ 
Series:  _________________________    Series no:  ___ 
 
Box (es)  Folder(s) Contents       Year(s) 
1 1 List of Graduates        1887-1907 
1 2 List of Commencement Speakers      1888-1971 
1 3 List of Honorary Degrees Given      1966-1986 
 4 Daisy Chain Music Sheet       nd 
1 5 Commencement Invitation and program     1888 
1 6 Commencement Program       1891 
1 7 Commencement Programs       1892 
1 8 Commencement Program and Invitation     1895 
1 9 Commencement Program       1896 
1 10 Commencement Program       1897 
1 11 Commencement Program and Invitation     1899 
1 12 Commencement Invitation       1900 
1 13 Commencement Programs       1901 
1 14 Commencement Program       1902 
1 15 Commencement Programs       1903 
1 16 Commencement Invitation to the President of the United States  1904 
1 17 Commencement Programs, Invitation, and Reminiscence of the Daisy Chain 1905 
1 18 Commencement Programs       1906 
1 19 Commencement Programs and Invitation     1908 
1 20 Commencement Programs       1909 
1 21 Commencement Programs and Invitation     1910 
2 22 Commencement Programs, Invitations, and Correspondence with Speaker 1911 
Rev R. Stuart MacArthur, D.D. 
2 23 Commencement Programs, Invitations and Correspondence with Speaker 1912 
Ho. W.G. McAdoo. 
2 24 Commencement Programs and Invitations     1913 
2 25 Commencement Programs, Invitations, and Correspondence with Speaker 1914 
Hon. Charles A. Woods. 
2 26 Commencement Programs, Invitations, and Correspondence with Speaker 1915 
Hon. A.F. Lever. 
2 27 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Newspaper Clippings, and  1916 
Correspondence 
2 28 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Newspaper Clippings, and Notes. 1917 
3 29 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and a Map of the Main  1918 
Building Auditorium. 
3 30 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Address, and Notes   1919 
3 31 Commencement Programs, Invitations, and Notes    1920 
3 32 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Address, and Notes   1921 
3 33 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Address, and Notes   1922 
3 34 Commencement Programs, Invitations, and Notes    1923 
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Winthrop University Archives 
Preliminary Descriptive Inventory (cont.) 
 
Unit:  _Commencement_      Record Group no:  _W417_ 
Sub-Group:  _____________________    Sub-group no:  ____ 
Series:  _________________________    Series no:  ___ 
 
Box (es)  Folder(s) Contents       Year(s) 
3 35 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and a Map of the 1924 
Main Building Auditorium. 
4 36 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and a Map of the Main  1925 
Building Auditorium. 
4 37 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence with 1926 
Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis and Dr. William Pierson Merrill. 
4 38 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence with 1927 
Robert Whitefield Mead 
4 39 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence with 1928 
Bishop Edwin D. Mouzon, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, and Hon. Angus H. 
Macaulay. 
4 40 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, newspaper  1929 
Clippings, and Correspondence with Bishop Albert S. Thomas and 
Professor William McDougall. 
4 41 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   1930 
Correspondence. 
5 42 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Newspaper Clippings, and 1931 
and Correspondence 
5 43 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  1932 
5 44 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  1933 
5 45 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   1934 
Correspondence. 
5 46 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  1935 
5 47 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  1936 
6 48 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Addresses, and   1937 
Correspondence. 
6 49 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  1938 
6 50 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Newspaper Clippings, and 1939 
Correspondence. 
6 51 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  1940 
7 52 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and Newspaper  1941 
Clippings, and Correspondence 
7 53 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  1942 
7 54 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Spring 1943 
Correspondence. 
7 55 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  Fall 1943 
7 56 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  Spring 1944 
7 57 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Summer 1944 
Correspondence. 
8 58 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  Jan. 1945 
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Winthrop University Archives 
Preliminary Descriptive Inventory (cont.) 
 
Unit:  _Commencement_      Record Group no:  _W417_ 
Sub-Group:  _____________________    Sub-group no:  ____ 
Series:  _________________________    Series no:  ___ 
 
Box (es)  Folder(s) Contents       Year(s) 
8 59 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  Spring 1945 
8 60 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  Summer 1945 
8 61 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  Spring 1946 
8 62 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Summer 1946 
Correspondence. 
8 63 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  Spring 1947 
9 64 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Correspondence.  Spring 1948 
9 65 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Spring 1949 
Correspondence. 
9 66 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Spring 1950 
Correspondence. 
10 67 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Spring 1951 
Correspondence. 
10 68 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Spring 1952 
Correspondence. 
10 69 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Newspaper Clippings, and Spring 1953 
Correspondence. 
11 70 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, Newspaper  Spring 1954 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
11 71-72 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Newspaper Clippings, and Spring 1955 
Correspondence. 
11 73-74 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, Newspaper  Spring 1956 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
12 75-76 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Spring 1957 
Correspondence. 
12 77-78 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, Newspaper  Spring 1958 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
13 79-80 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, Newspaper  Spring 1959 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
13 81-82 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, Newspaper  Spring 1960 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
14 83 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, Newspaper  Spring 1961 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
14 84 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Newspaper   Spring & Summer 1962 
Clippings. 
14 85 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, Newspaper  Jan., Spring & Summer 1963 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
14 86 Commencement Programs.      Jan. 1964 
14 87 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address Newspaper  Spring 1964 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
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Winthrop University Archives 
Preliminary Descriptive Inventory (cont.) 
 
Unit:  _Commencement_      Record Group no:  _W417_ 
Sub-Group:  _____________________    Sub-group no:  ____ 
Series:  _________________________    Series no:  ___ 
 
Box (es)  Folder(s) Contents       Year(s) 
14 88 Commencement Programs and Notes.     Summer 1964 
15 89 Commencement Programs.      Jan. 1965 
15 90 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, Newspaper  Spring 1965 
Clippings, and Correspondence. 
15 91 Commencement Programs, Notes, and Newspaper Clippings.   Summer 1965 
15 92 Commencement Programs, Notes, Address, and Newspaper Clippings.  Fall 1965 
15 93 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Newspaper Clippings,  Spring 1966 
and Correspondence. 
15 94 Commencement Programs, Notes, Address, and Correspondence.  Summer 1966 
15 95 Commencement Programs, Invitation, Notes, and Newspaper Clippings. Fall 1966 
15 96 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and Newspaper  Spring 1967 
Clippings. 
15 97 Commencement Programs and Address.     Summer 1967 
15 98 Commencement Programs, Notes, and Address.    Fall 1967 
15 99 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Newspaper Clippings. Spring 1968 
15 100 Commencement Programs, Invitation, and Address.    Summer 1968 
15 101 Commencement Programs, Invitation, and Notes.    Fall 1968 
16 102 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Newspaper Clipping. Spring 1969 
16 103 Commencement Programs and Notes.     Summer 1969 
16 104 Commencement Programs, Invitation, and Notes.    Fall 1969 
16 105 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, and Newspaper Clippings. May 1970 
16 106 Commencement Programs, Invitation, and Newspaper Clippings.  Summer 1970 
16 107 Commencement Programs, Notes, and Newspaper Clippings.   Fall 1970 
16 108 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and Newspaper  May 1971 
Clippings. 
16 109 Commencement Programs and Newspaper Articles.    Summer 1971 
16 110 Commencement Programs, Notes, and Newspaper Articles.   Fall 1971 
17 111 Commencement Programs, Invitations, and Newspaper Clippings.  Summer 1972 
17 112 Commencement Programs, Invitation, and Newspaper Clipping.  Summer 1972 
17 113 Commencement Programs and Invitation.     Fall 1972 
17 114 Commencement Programs, Invitation, and Address.    Spring 1973 
17 115 Commencement Programs.      Summer 1973 
17 116 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1973 
17 117 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1974 
17 118 Commencement Programs.      Summer 1974 
17 119 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1975 
17 120 Commencement Programs.      Summer 1975 
17 121 Commencement Programs and Notes.     Fall 1975 
17 122 Commencement Programs and Notes.     Spring 1976 
17 123 Commencement Programs and Notes.     Summer 1976 
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Winthrop University Archives 
Preliminary Descriptive Inventory (cont.) 
 
Unit:  _Commencement_      Record Group no:  _W417_ 
Sub-Group:  _____________________    Sub-group no:  ____ 
Series:  _________________________    Series no:  ___ 
 
Box (es)  Folder(s) Contents       Year(s) 
17 124 Commencement Programs and Address.     Fall 1976 
18 125 Commencement Program and Notes.     Spring 1977 
18 126 Commencement Programs and Notes.     Summer 1977 
18 127 Commencement Programs and Notes.     Fall 1977 
18 128 Commencement Programs, Notes, and Address.    Spring 1978 
18 129 Commencement Notes.       Summer 1978 
18 130 Commencement Programs, Notes, and Address.    Fall 1978 
18 131 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1979 
18 132 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1979 
18 133 Commencement Programs and Address.     Spring 1980 
18 134 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1980 
19 135 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1981 
19 136 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1981 
19 137 Commencement Program.       Spring 1982 
19 138 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1982 
19 139 Commencement Programs and Notes.     Spring 1982 
19 140 Commencement Programs, Notes, and Address.    Fall 1982 
19 141 Commencement Programs, Invitation, and Notes.    Spring 1983 
19 142 Commencement Programs, Invitations, Notes, Address, and   Fall 1983 
Correspondence. 
19 143 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1984 
19 144 Commencement Programs, Invitations, and Notes.    Fall 1984 
20 145 Commencement Programs, Notes, and Addresses.    Spring 1985 
20 146 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1985 
20 147 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1986 
20 148 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1986 
20 149 Commencement Programs and an Honorary Degree.    Spring 1987 
20 150 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1987 
20 151 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1988 
20 152 Commencement Programs.      Fall 1988 
20 153 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1989/Fall 1989 
20 154 Commencement Programs and Honor Graduate Poster.   Spring 1990 
20 155 Commencement Program and Honor Graduate Poster.   Fall 1990 
21 156 Commencement Program and Honor Graduate Poster.   Spring 1991 
21 157 Commencement Program and Honor Graduate Poster.   Fall 1991 
21 158 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1992 
21 159 Commencement Programs, Address, and Honor Graduate Poster.  Fall 1992 
21 160 Commencement Programs and Honor Graduate Poster.   Spring 1993 
21 161 Commencement Programs.      Spring 1994 
21 162 Commencement Programs, Address, and Honor Graduate Poster.  Fall 1994 
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Winthrop University Archives 
Preliminary Descriptive Inventory (cont.) 
 
Unit:  _Commencement_      Record Group no:  _W417_ 
Sub-Group:  _____________________    Sub-group no:  ____ 
Series:  _________________________    Series no:  ___ 
 
Box (es)  Folder(s) Contents       Year(s) 
21 163 Commencement Program.       Spring 1995 
21 164 Commencement Program.       Fall 1995 
21 165 Commencement Program and Address.     Spring/Fall 1996 
21 166 Commencement Programs.      Spring/Fall 1997 
21 167 Commencement Program.       Fall 1998 
21 168 Commencement Program and Address& Article About Commencement  Spring 1999 
Speaker. 
21 169 Commencement Program and Address.     Fall 1999 
21 170 Commencement Address.       Spring/Fall 2000 
22 171 Commencement Address.       Spring 2001 
22 172 Commencement Programs and Address.     Spring 2002 
22 172b Article About Splitting the Graduate and Undergraduate Commencement. Spring 2002 
22 173 Commencement Programs and Address.     Fall 2002 
22 174 Commencement Program (Undergraduate and Graduate) Article About   Spring/Fall 2003 
Commencement Speaker 
22 175 Commencement Programs and Address (Undergraduate and Graduate)  Spring 2004 
& Article About the Speaker. 
22 176 Commencement Programs (Graduate and Undergraduate)   Fall 2004 
22 176b   Article About the Undergraduate Commencement Speaker   Fall 2004 
22 177 Commencement Program (Graduate).     Spring/Fall 2005 
22 178 Commencement Program and Address (Undergraduate).   Spring/Fall 2005 
23 179 Commencement Address (Undergraduate/Graduate).    Spring 2006 
23 180 Commencement Address (Undergraduate/Graduate).    Fall 2006 
23 181 Commencement Address (Undergraduate/Graduate) & Article About the Spring 2007 
  Speaker. 
23 183 Commencement Program (Undergraduate).     Fall 2007 
23 182 Commencement Program (Graduate).     Fall 2007 
23 184 Commencement Programs (Graduate).     Spring 2008 
23 185 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Spring 2008 
23 186 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Fall 2008 
23 187 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Fall 2008 
23 188 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Spring 2009 
23 189 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Spring 2009 
24 190-194 Commencement Records       Spring 1986 
-- correspondence, programs, invitations, articles, notes, etc. 
24 195 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Dec. 2009 
24 196 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Dec. 2009 
24 197 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Spring 2010 
24 198 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Spring 2010 
24 199 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Dec. 2010 
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24 200 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Dec. 2010 
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Winthrop University Archives 
Preliminary Descriptive Inventory (cont.) 
 
Unit:  _Commencement_      Record Group no:  _W417_ 
Sub-Group:  _____________________    Sub-group no:  ____ 
Series:  _________________________    Series no:  ___ 
 
Box (es)  Folder(s) Contents       Year(s) 
24 201 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Spring 2011 
24 202 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Spring 2011 
24 203 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Dec. 2011 
24 204 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Dec. 2011 
25 205 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Spring 2012 
25 206 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Spring 2012 
25 207 Order of Exercise for Commencement     Dec. 2012 
- Graduate and Undergraduate Ceremonies 
25 208 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     May 4, 2013 
25  209 Commencement Program (Graduate)     May 2, 2013 
25 210 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     Dec. 14, 2013 
25 211 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Dec. 12, 2013 
25 212 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     May 10, 2014 
25 213 Commencement Program (Graduate)     May 8, 2014 
25 214 Commencement Program (Graduate)     Dec. 18, 2014 
25 215 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     May 9, 2015  
25 216 Commencement Program (Graduate)     May 7, 2015 
25 217 Scripts for Commencement Ceremony     May 2016 
25 218 Speeches for Commencement Ceremony     May 2016 
25 219 Speech for Commencement Ceremony     December 19, 2015 
  -Given by Dr. Jo Koster 
26 220 Commencement Program (Graduate and Undergraduate)   December 19, 2015 
26 221 Commencement Program (Graduate)     May 5, 2016 
26 222 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     May 7, 2016 
26 223 Commencement Program (Graduate)     May 4, 2017 
26 224 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     May 6, 2017 
-Includes a copy of Dr. Boyd’s Speech 
26 225 Commencement Program (Combined Graduate/Undergraduate)  December 16, 2017 
26 226 Commencement Program (Graduate)     May 3, 2018 
26 227 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     May 5 2018 
26 228 Commencement Program (Graduate)     May 2, 2019 
26 229 Commencement Program (Undergraduate)     May 4 2019 
 
